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ABOUT ME
The Story Behind Open Horizon Records

Real Life. Real Stories. Real Songs.

I was born in Lancashire, and music has been part of my life for as long as I can remember.

My love affair with music really began in the 1970s. It was a different world back then. No
internet, no mobile phones, no streaming services and certainly no TikTok. Sunday evenings
meant one thing: listening to the Top 40, cassette recorder at the ready, hoping to capture
my favourite songs without the DJ talking over the ending!

Those were wonderful times. Music was something you looked forward to, something you
collected, something you felt. And that love of melody, rhythm and the emotions carried
within a song has never left me.

For 35 years, I worked in retail, meeting people from all walks of life. You learn a great deal
about human nature over that length of time. You hear stories, witness happiness and
heartache, and begin to understand that everyone carries experiences the rest of the world
may never see.

My own life has certainly had its share. Some of those challenges began when I was just
three months old. Others came much later. There have been chapters that brought
happiness, chapters that changed everything, and chapters I would not wish to live through
again. But every experience has helped shape the person I am today.

When Words Became Songs
In 2010, my life changed suddenly and devastatingly when I lost my wife to a brain
haemorrhage.

There are moments in life for which nothing can prepare you. Finding a way to express what
I was feeling became part of my journey through that loss.

I had written poetry, with some of my work published online, but gradually I discovered that
words could carry even more meaning when combined with music. The song Lead Me Home
tells part of that story.

Around 2013, another moment left a lasting impression on me. While visiting Lake Geneva, I
came across Melancholy, the sculpture by Albert György. I sat with it for nearly two hours.
Something about that sculpture spoke to me in a way I still find difficult to explain. It
seemed to capture feelings that words alone could not fully express. That experience
became part of the inspiration behind Hearts Echo.

Other songs have emerged from different chapters of my life. Unknowing Goodbye reflects
the breakdown of my second marriage after 13 years, while The Best Is Yet to Come looks
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towards the difficulties I have experienced since the very beginning of my life, and the
determination to keep moving forward.

These are not stories I have invented to make songs. They are pieces of my life.

A Lifetime of Stories, Finally Finding Their Voice
When I semi-retired, I found myself with the opportunity to do something I had wanted to do
for years: turn my writing into finished music.

What began with poems, thoughts and lyrics has grown into a collection of more than 70
tracks in various stages of development.

I play the synthesizer and have a lifelong love of music, melody and rhythm. Bringing those
influences together with my writing has opened up a whole new chapter.

I do not keep a journal. I never have. In many ways, my songs have become my way of
recording the moments, people and experiences that have shaped my life.

People who know some of what I have been through occasionally wonder how I am still
standing, let alone creating music. The answer, perhaps, is that we all find our own way of
carrying on.

Some people write books. Some paint pictures. Some tell their stories in conversation. I
could not put my life into a book, so I found a way to put it into songs.

And through those songs, I hope others might recognise something of their own journey too.

Your Story Matters Too
Creating Open Horizon Records has also given me the opportunity to help other people tell
their stories.

After a lifetime of meeting people, listening to their experiences and living through plenty of
my own, I understand that the most meaningful memories are not always the grand
occasions.

Sometimes they are the little things. A familiar phrase. A shared joke. A place. A promise.
Someone who changed your life without ever realising it.

Through our Bespoke Music service, I work with people to turn those memories and
experiences into original songs, shaped around their preferred musical style and the
emotions they want to capture.

Whether it is a celebration, a tribute, a thank-you or a message to someone you love, the
aim is always the same: to create something personal, meaningful and lasting.

The Journey Continues
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Open Horizon Records is not the end of my story. It is another beginning.

There are still songs to finish, memories to explore and stories waiting to be told.

If you have found your way here, I hope you will take a little time to listen. You might hear
something of my life in the music. And perhaps, somewhere along the way, you will hear
something of your own.

Welcome to Open Horizon Records.

“Whatever life brings, there’s always something beyond the horizon.”

Have the best life,
Mike ☺

OPEN HORIZON RECORDS
Music Beyond the Horizon



